Questions and Answers 
Regarding why someone was not included?
Why isn’t Haym Salomon in the painting?   He was one of the most important heroes of the Revolutionary War and one of the few Jewish heroes in American history.
He truly was a great American Patriot and would certainly be worthy of inclusion in the painting.  As I was considering who to use in the painting Haym Solomon’s name came up along with other financiers who did much to help during the Revolutionary War.  Because there were so many different patriots I chose to mostly stay with the Founding Fathers.  
As a single father I have to take issue with the mother in the painting and the symbolism that a mother’s role is all important.  It is becoming more and more prevalent to see mothers abandon or even murder their children.  My ex wife would rather do her drugs, drink her booze than spend time or call our children.  I think that with single fathers being more prevalent it should be a parent’s role, not a mother’s role.  I’m the last one to get politically correct but as a father, citizen soldier of 13 years, and a single working parent who is also going to school full time, I find it a slap in the face that fathers are not even mentioned or depicted unless I missed it.

You have a valid point.  I to believe fathers have a great role in raising our children.  I happen to have eight children and two of them have disabilities.  But your situation demands even greater sacrifice as a single parent.  I did not mention fathers in the painting, but in doing so I had no intention of diminishing their role.  As I painted the picture I often would look at the Marine and imagine that he was the father of the little boy coming forth to touch the Constitution.  In my mind this created a link of military generations leading back to the Revolutionary War.  As much information as I included on the website, there are still many thoughts I didn’t share.  I hope this answers your question and I wish you well.
Governor Bernardo de Galvez was very instrumental in American Independence, but it is too late to include his picture in your portrait.  I believe your masterpiece is not complete without him.

I remember reading about Bernardo de Galvez.  He certainly was a great friend and instrument to American Independence.  As I decided who to include in the painting I chose to include only Americans.  I had even considered Christopher Columbus, but for the same reason decided to stick with the people you see in the painting.
Why is there no priest in the painting?

The Christian Minister in the painting represents for me anyone who is either a priest, pastor, or other servant of God.
No Naval personnel?  Wasn’t the navy one of our strong suit in all of our wars?  Great painting anyway.

I am asked this question often.  I certainly honor those who sacrifice in the Navy.  In hindsight I should have found a way to put a sailor in the background.  Not including a Navy serviceman in no way diminishes in my mind their role in protecting our freedoms.
I have enjoyed your art, but where are the nurses?  

My thought was that the inclusion of Clara Barton would be a great hero of the nursing profession.  She was considered the “angel of the battlefield” during the Civil War.   I do believe that a modern nurse in the foreground would have been appropriate, but for the sake of space she was not included.  I have a painting planned for the future which will have a modern nurse.

Is there a reason there are no police, or even fire fighters or emergency personnel included?  If you were to have included this profession, where would you have painted him/her?  What would your representation be of this profession?

As I have mentioned, it was not meant to infer that these people would not be important to America.  I have a high opinion of those who sacrifice for our safety.  If I had included a policeman, firefighter, or any other emergency personnel it would have been in the bottom left corner near the Marine.

You have many fine representations, including a Christian minister, but where are the other religious leaders ie: Jewish Rabbi, Muslim, Buddist, etc?

When I painted the Asian immigrant I wanted him to represent other good Americans who were of a different religious persuasion.  If I had put a Rabbi, Muslim or Buddist priest imagine the reaction.  

You portrayed a number of military characters; Army, Air Force, Marine, but nothing of the Navy, though the latter could be considered Navy Department. In that the earliest government, under God, included data for an "active" Navy, it only specified an Army for defense when needed. Otherwise keep the militia handy. While your vision was otherwise encompassing, how is it you omitted the "constant" Service whose job is to keep the enemy from our shores?  There is no question that the Navy has had a valuable role in protecting our country.  As you said, I included the Marine in the foreground of the painting.  By not including another naval serviceman was in no way dismissing their importance to our country.

 Why did you not paint the men who financed the American Revolution? It was never paid back? They signed both the Constitution and the Declaration of Independence. Isn’t it recorded in history? They gave everything for The Freedom we enjoy. New Jersey Colonial Governor Lewis Morris (1671-1746 and Governor Morris (January 31, 1752 – November 6, 1816) was an American statesman and a native of New York who represented Pennsylvania in the Constitutional Convention of 1787. He was also an author of large sections of the Constitution of the United States and one of its "signers". He is widely credited as the author of the document's preamble: "We the People of the United States, in order to form a more perfect union ..." and has been called the 'Penman of the Constitution. Funny we still don't give them credit. How Sad. As a descendent of these men, I remind you of the freedom they gave you. The men you speak of are great patriots and certainly deserve a place in the painting.  I wish I could have included all fifty-five signors of the Constitution, but that was not the purpose of the painting.  
I am impressed with your painting and its symbolism. But, I wonder why you left out famous American inventors and scientists such as Thomas Edison, Alexander Graham Bell, Dr Salk and Dr Rubin, George Washington Carver, to name a few? Also, why are black people positioned in the back rather than the front or intermingled?
There were many great American heroes that would have been inspiring to include, but I chose those whom I believed influenced our government (Constitution) in a positive way.  For example:  Civil Rights, giving their life for their country, Founding Fathers, etc.  

The bottom left corner is the only spot where I tried to give a somewhat realistic variety of American ethnicities.  In the background I simply spread the patriots around and placed the more notable ones in the foreground.  I had Martin Luther King in one of the most important spots before I replaced him with the black American soldier.  There are plenty of whites intermingled in the background as well. 

In your symbolic painting I wonder why you did not include Jackie Robinson from baseball because he did so much for race relations? Also, I do not see Franklin Roosevelt or Harry Truman who helped bring our great country out of the Great Depression and WWII. Why not? I knew when I painted this that many would ask why I didn’t include certain people.  Many other names would have been great.  Of course, the painting only had so much room.  Although Franklin Roosevelt is a very popular President in American history I couldn’t include him because I believe he moved our country towards Socialism and weakened our Constitution.  

You have forgotten one of the most Important of all peoples, the native American, we are always forgotten!! In the top left corner is Sequoyah. I’m sure you are familiar with him.

 Why is George Bush not included?  A man of faith and a patriot, who fought liberals in his 6 years to protect us from attack and to fight for freedom.  All the people behind Christ are patriots who defended the Constitution and have since died.  They are speaking from the dust to the living Americans
