This is my response to an eight page letter from a devout Atheist.  His letter was personal and I felt that I should not post it.  You may find my response interesting.
Dear Sir,

Thank you for your heart felt, thought provoking letter about my painting, “One Nation Under God.”  Although your opinions are different than my own, I always feel that I need to listen to others express their views.  I appreciate the sober, careful way you wrote your thoughts.  I felt inclined to read every word.

As I read through your letter I found myself thinking, “That’s interesting, but I don’t believe that.  Did I say that?”  If you don’t mind, I would like to respond to your comments and maybe we can understand each other.  I have no intention of converting you to my point of view, only to make myself understood.

You said, “Your painting implies that all of the people standing behind Jesus were believers in him.”  I can see how you feel this way.  My painting may also imply that Jesus wrote the Constitution; Satan wears a hoodie; Socialists are damned to Hell; all lawyers, politicians, news reporters and professors are evil; and a host of other assumptions that are obviously not correct.  The interesting thing about art is that things are not always as they seem.  I have endeavored for the sake of clarity to have the interactive website to help people understand my views so that the artist’s intent is clear.  Despite these efforts there are still some who react with anger and strong feeling.  Those who have issue with the painting are almost exclusively those who have liberal viewpoints about our country.  I don’t use the word “liberal” as a negative title.  Most liberals look at government as the best way to deliver social services to the masses.  Most liberals believe government would do a better job of controlling healthcare, Wall Street, the automotive industry, the monetary system, social injustices, world peace, the environment, etc.  All of these are important issues, but as a conservative I believe the less government gets involved, the better we are as a people and the more liberty and prosperity we will have as individuals.  I know there are different levels of “socialism” and that there are various definitions of “liberal.”  We are not living a communistic form of socialism in America, but conservatives are alarmed at the direction our country is taking.  I know you disagree with this, but this is my viewpoint.
You also stated that it is self-righteous for me to use terms like liberal, socialist, left-wing, humanist, atheist, gay, lesbian, tool of Satan, or closet Muslim.  As far as I know I only mentioned “liberal and socialism.”  But why take offense at a word?  I didn’t see any words in that list other than “closet Muslim and tool of Satan” that might be offensive.

Concerning the people in the bottom right corner, the message of that part of the painting is that they reconsider their position.  I believe that the U. S. constitution was written to control the size of the federal government; that the government would be a servant to the people, not the master.  The Tenth Amendment states that anything not covered under the Constitution is to be delegated to the states.  Of course, the debate continues and many will have conflicting arguments on this point.  
Some have said that it is not right of me to have “Satan” over on the side of the liberals.  I am not inferring that they are Satanic.  I believe as you, that not every evil deed is a direct result of Satan’s hand.  I do believe he is the source of lies and deceit.  As an Atheist don’t you find Satan meaningless anyway?
Thank you for sharing some background about yourself.  You said, “I myself am an atheist—a member of the most reviled and distrusted group in the United States, even below gays.”  I did not know Atheists were distrusted by so many Americans.  I have no problem with Atheism or Gays as long as they don’t force their views on me.  And by the way, painting a picture never forces a view on anybody.

I also respect your right to express your firm conviction:  “I consider it undeniable that the Earth is 4.6 billion years old, and it was born in a universe which itself originated in a Big Bang about 13.7 billion years ago.”  Whether you believe it or not, your statement is based on “faith.”  You have faith that those numbers are accurate and that the conclusions of those scientists are true even though the Big Bang is still a “theory.”  You see, you believe in a religion I like to call Atheism.  You obviously feel as passionate about your views as mine, otherwise why would you take the time to write such a lengthy letter.  You also in your writing said you believe Conservative Christianity stands alongside Radical Islam.  Are not these words more inflammatory than to use the words liberal and socialism?  Radical Islam is known for the desire to either convert or kill anyone who is not of their faith.  They hate everyone but themselves.  Do you truly believe this describes Conservative Christians?  Sure, Christians don’t have a perfect track record.  Let’s see, there was Judas Iscariot, Spanish Inquisition, the Crusades, and few crazies here and there.  They were not acting “Christian” in my point of view.  Atheism has a few of their own.  You have Stalin, Lenin, Hitler, Chairman Mao, and some more crazies of your own.  There is evil in the world, but to consider all Conservative Christians in the same class as Radical Islam is a stretch.
You wrote in your letter that in a news article you read it said the inspiration for “One Nation Under God” came to me after our last presidential election.  You said, “the implications of that disturb you greatly.”  I don’t know what you read, but if you took the time to read my information in the McNaughton website I make it clear that I got the inspiration for the painting during the primaries for the 2008 election.  To be more specific, I was irritated by the nomination of John McKane.  As many conservatives, I felt abandoned by the party.  It was at this time that I first considered painting the picture.

You said, “terrorists in the Middle east need not wage war against us to destroy us…Americans killed 620,000 other Americans in the Civil War—more than any other war of conflict in our history.  We are our own worst enemy…If we do not begin to trust each other as honorable and patriotic fellow citizens, we have no chance.”  Are you saying that if I don’t agree with your point of view I am not patriotic and we are all going to kill each other?  I am not going to convert to your side of the fence and I doubt you will to mine, but we can certainly have this conversation without worrying about such things.  I believe that the only thing that could lead to war within our own country is if somehow those who usurp authority over us choose to strip us of all our freedoms and liberties as described under the Constitution.  I pray such a day never comes.
I will end by agreeing with one of your closing statements.  You said, “Surely, if there is a God, he would not damn or deny these children of His, even though they question His existence.  Even Jesus found value in doubters—one named Thomas in particular.”  I believe God loves all of us regardless of our political or religious persuasion.  Having said that, we still are free to make our own decisions and we have to live with consequences of those choices.

I ask anyone who looks at the painting to first consider what it means to them and then to read my explanations and take it for what it is:  One artist’s feeling for God, his country and where I feel we are headed.  Again, thank you for taking the time to write me.  

Best wishes,

Jon McNaughton

