Angry Liberal Artist comments on 

“One Nation Under God”
and My Responses
Despite the attestations of religious equanimity you claim for your paintings of Jesus, and of the letters responding to it, I’ve rarely seen a more blatant piece of religious propaganda.  If you infer that I have a one sided religious opinion that would be true.  I didn’t paint the picture to speak for any particular organization.  This is my personal view of the state of our country.  The word “propaganda” usually implies spreading rumors meant to harm.  I believe that the message of this painting is to SAVE our country from harm.

Not only does the painting itself suggest a positive connection between Christianity and the founding of the United States, but its title, “One Nation Under God,” is one of the most deceptive, and religiously loaded—phrases in the English language.  The phrase, “One Nation Under God” although attributed to the Pledge of Allegiance, is a colloquial phrase that has immediate clarity of meaning.  It was not used in the Constitution, but if you understood the Christian roots of America it would not appear deceptive or be misunderstood. for if God is all-present, then North Korea, Iraq and Darfur are also under God.  The reason that America has been so blessed, besides taking advantage of a virgin continent and its people, is that the Declaration of Independence and the constitution gave people (and government) certain “inalienable rights” and responsibilities which have been almost universally accepted by the people of this nation, and enforced by their government.  The phrase “inalienable rights” refers to “natural law” which is a Christian idea.  It says in the Declaration of Independence, “We hold these truths to be self-evident that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights…”  There was no question among the majority of the signors who this Creator was.  In the aforementioned places, even with the presence of God, this is not so.  These locales—if one is to apply the Christian belief that God is all-present, all knowing, and all powerful—are not godless, but lawless.  I see we have a different viewpoint of God.  Although God is all powerful, all knowing and all present as you say, He does not force us to comply with His commandments.  The peace and prosperity we enjoy in America is because of the individual freedoms guaranteed under a piece of paper we call the Constitution.
As I’m sure you know, the phrase “under God” was not incorporated into the Pledge of Allegiance until the Eisenhower administration, almost two centuries after the founding documents were written.  Some of our Founding Fathers—Franklin and Jefferson—were basically anti-religious, and George Washington was only a little warmer toward Christianity  (“The Moral Minority: Our Skeptical Founding Fathers” by Brooke Allen,)  but then, as today, not claiming—even if insincerely—strong support for Christianity was the political kiss of death.  These men did much to confirm my belief that they were inspired men.  Some scholars endeavor to discredit them, but their Judeo-Christian beliefs had a strong influence on the founding of this country.

Thank God (If you’ll pardon a religious expression) for the practical separation of church and state in this nation, for without it, the more numerous, wealthy and radically assertive faiths would soon overrun the smaller, poorer and / or more accepting—and so much for religious freedom.  If there were no de facto separation of church and state, and your church ad the right to use my tax money, then I should have the right to control your church’s polices, and –reading my letter—I doubt you would like that.  Of all you have written, this is the one thing I do agree.  Of course I support the separation of church and state as inferred in the First Amendment of the Bill of Rights.  Although it does not phrase it that way, it states that “Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise therof.”  I believe that the Supreme Court has mandated law which never existed in the Constitution in regards to “separation of church and state.”  This has led to a direct assault on God with the aggressive removal of God from our institutions.  If this had been the Founder’s intent it would not have been there in the first place.  
You have stated, in reply to an Atheist responder, “a painting never forces a viewpoint on anybody.”  Your painting and its accompanying references and text may not force any viewpoint, but it certainly implies—although you do not flat-out state—that Jesus was, is and should be the Lord of all Americans, and His faith, the faith of all Americans.  You say I “imply”, but if you had taken a few minutes to read my explanations you would see that I do, “flat-out” explain my intentions.  Look at what I wrote about the Asian Immigrant in the bottom left corner.  It states, “There are many good people in America, they are not all Christian…We live in a country where we are free to worship as we please.”  I am also a painter, and I could symbolically depict the forcible Christian conversion and violent slaughter of millions of non-Christians during the last Millennium.  If I did so, there would be blood on Christ’s hand and not a halo or aura around his head. 

I can see by your last comment the hatred you feel towards Christ and Christianity.  My overall impression from your letter is that you have taken my painting out of context to infer that I represent that all should be Christian if they want to be called Americans.  My response is to PLEASE READ my descriptions before you jump to such conclusions.  
It is astonishing for me to think of where our country has come in the last fifty years.  If I had painted this picture at that time it would be universally understood.  Although technology has improved, where is our country spiritually?  
